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RECOGNIZING CUBA, NY AND ITS 
LIBERTY POLE COMMEMO-
RATING 9/11/2001 

HON. ERIC J.J. MASSA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 10, 2009 

Mr. MASSA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the citizens of Cuba, NY, who to-
morrow will dedicate a 150-foot flag pole, 
which they have dubbed the Liberty Pole, to 
commemorate the tragedy that befell our great 
Nation on September 11, 2001. I will have the 
honor of being at that ceremony, where I will 
see flown for the first time a large American 
flag that flew over this storied chamber only 
days ago. 

Cuba, like thousands of small towns across 
our Nation, experienced the tremendous sad-
ness and loss of that day, and like their fellow 
Americans they rose to the challenge, sending 
dozens of people to Ground Zero to assist in 
the rescue efforts. Volunteers from their fire 
department, ambulance corps, and local char-
ities all donated their time, efforts, and equip-
ment. These were acts of individual heroism, 
but more importantly, they were the acts of a 
selfless, compassionate, and patriotic commu-
nity who answered the call for help in our Na-
tion’s time of need. Tomorrow, that community 
will come together to fly our Nation’s flag atop 
the Liberty Pole, one of the tallest flag poles 
in the country. 

As a veteran, our country’s flag holds spe-
cial meaning in my heart. Like so many before 
and after me, I rose in the morning and retired 
each night honoring our Nation’s flag, privi-
leged to have the duty of defending it from 
those who would cause what it stood for harm. 
In Cuba tomorrow, as that great flag flies over 
us, we will be reminded that this sacred duty 
is not exclusively that of the solider. Men and 
women from all walks of life, privileged to be 
citizens of this greatest nation on Earth, share 
in this duty and in the responsibility of passing 
this flag and its solemn significance on to fu-
ture generations of Americans. There have 
been 26 predecessors to our current fifty-star 
flag, but the American ideals of freedom, lib-
erty, and of shared sacrifice represented by 
our flag have remained unchanged since our 
Nation’s inception. 

The Liberty Pole in Cuba will now stand for 
generations as a testament to the enduring 
patriotism of a community and of the resiliency 
of the American Spirit. Each day, our Nation’s 
flag will fly atop its mast, reminding both the 
residents of Cuba, NY, and our Nation not 
only of the events of September 11, 2001, but 
of America’s ability to overcome adversity, to 
share in sacrifice, to confront her enemies, 
and to build a brighter and more prosperous 
future for her children. These qualities will en-
sure that our Nation will always overcome 
tragedy, and it is these qualities that will for-
ever make our Nation great. 

IN MEMORY OF NICHOLAS 
MATTHEW SKALA 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 10, 2009 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in memory of Nicholas Matthew Skala 
for his extraordinary service to our country. He 
dedicated his short life to advocating for full 
health care coverage for every man, woman 
and child in the United States. 

Nick wielded a sharp intellect in his pursuit 
of single payer health care. I first met him 
when he was working for Physicians for a Na-
tional Health Plan (PNHP), where he quickly 
became a trusted and valuable source of 
knowledge. He was always ready with an an-
swer to the hardest, most arcane questions 
and he had the references to back his an-
swers up. 

When Nick spoke about single payer health 
care, he was lucid and persuasive. He wielded 
complete command of a steady stream of 
facts and figures. He earned the respect of 
health care advocates of all stripes not only by 
making a persuasive case that single payer 
was needed, but also by working tirelessly and 
strategically to make it a reality. 

When it came to social justice, when it 
came to making sure everyone had the best 
health care possible, when it came to standing 
up to powers and pressures that keep Amer-
ica without guaranteed health care for all, Nick 
was admirably uncompromising. 

Born in Libertyville, Illinois on September 
16, 1981 and raised in Spring Grove, Nick 
graduated from Richmond Burton High School 
and Columbia College. While in Texas, he 
founded and became the President of the Uni-
versity of Houston Campus Greens Chapter. 
After graduation, he became a Research As-
sociate for PNHP between 2004 and 2007. 
Then he enrolled in law school at North-
western University. He became active in the 
American Constitution Society. In the summer 
of 2009, he completed an internship in the 
Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties 
Subcommittee of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee. He would have graduated from law 
school in 2010. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in celebrating and honoring the life of 
Nicholas Matthew Skala and in recognizing his 
contribution toward making the world a better 
place. Thank you, Nick. 

f 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE REGARDING SEPTEMBER 
11, 2001 

SPEECH OF 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 9, 2009 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as 
an American and Representative of the 9th 

Congressional District of Texas I would like to 
express my support for H. Res. 722, which 
recognizes the victims and heroes of the ter-
rorist attacks launched against the United 
States on September 11, 2001. 

This year commemorates the eighth anni-
versary of 9/11, which lives on in the hearts 
and minds of Americans as we mourn and re-
member the lives lost in that tragedy. On Sep-
tember 11, we will honor the memory of the 
3,000 men, women, and children who were 
taken from us, pay homage to the countless 
lives who have died defending our freedom, 
and service men and women currently fighting 
in combat zones across the world. 

Moreover, on this September 11, Americans 
will for the first time honor the victims and he-
roes of 9/11 by serving their neighbors and 
communities in the first National Day of Serv-
ice and Remembrance. This federally des-
ignated day was created as a part of bipar-
tisan legislation in the Edward M. Kennedy 
Serve America Act, which was signed into law 
by President Obama on April 21, 2009. In the 
spirit of unity and compassion, Americans ev-
erywhere will join the President and Mrs. 
Obama in service projects at schools, hos-
pitals, and communities. 

As we honor the sacrifices of our fellow 
Americans through our own service in commu-
nities across the nation, let us renew our de-
votion to the universal ideals that make our 
Nation great: freedom, equality, and democ-
racy. On September 11, 2009, let us forget 
our differences and embrace our common her-
itage as one people, the American people. I 
urge my colleagues to support H. Res. 722. 

f 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE REGARDING SEPTEMBER 
11, 2001 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 9, 2009 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, this Fri-
day, we come together as a Nation once 
again to commemorate those who perished on 
September 11, 2001, and to renew our com-
mitment to each other and to our Nation’s 
ideals of tolerance and freedom. Though the 
years have passed, the memory of that day 
and of the heroism displayed by rescue work-
ers and ordinary Americans is not diminished. 

I hope you will join me in a day of reflection, 
as we contemplate how each of us can draw 
strength from this tragedy and help create the 
America we’d like to see. Our Nation’s 
strength lies in the ability to welcome dissent, 
but it is my hope that this day can remind us 
of our common humanity: that we are more 
joined than divided. And although we may dis-
agree on the means for how to deal with cli-
mate change, health care, and economic re-
covery, to name but a few of our challenges, 
these are priorities for us all. 
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Let us remember this day, and let us pledge 

to work harder and more constructively to 
build a stronger America. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SEPTEMBER 11 AS A 
NATIONAL DAY OF SERVICE AND 
REMEMBRANCE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 9, 2009 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the first-ever federally-designated 
National Day of Service and Remembrance for 
September 11, 2001. 

Yesterday, as I stood in Statuary Hall with 
members of Congress and President Obama 
in the Ceremony of Remembrance for the 
more than 2,000 people who lost their lives as 
a result of this act of terror, I was over-
whelmed by a sense of sadness, but also a 
sense of pride. Although the world was irrev-
ocably changed by these senseless acts of vi-
olence, tomorrow as Americans we have de-
cided to honor those who died not with anger 
and violence, but by serving others through 
the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act— 
which was supported by the 9/11 families— 
and designates each September 11 as a Na-
tional Day of Service and Remembrance. 

The Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act 
of 2009 is bipartisan, landmark legislation that 
will triple volunteer opportunities across the 
country and create a new service corps for 
education, health care, energy, and veterans. 
It is through this bill that the United We Serve 
initiative was born to encourage Americans to 
give back to their communities through contin-
uous community service. 

September 11th is a somber day, but the 
service work inspired by this legislation has 
and will continue to celebrate West Virginia 
and our great Nation, a country that has not 
and will not sink to a level of hatred and vio-
lence. Instead, our nation will face forward and 
choose to make a positive impact by donating 
our time to better our communities and our fel-
low citizens while truly honoring the victims 
who died eight years ago. 

On September 11, 2001 two hijacked pas-
senger planes were flown into each tower of 
the World Trade Center, while a third plane 
was flown into the Pentagon. The fourth and 
final hijacked plane crashed into a field in 
Pennsylvania after the heroic efforts of pas-
sengers to take back control of the plane. 
These events had a profound impact across 
southern West Virginia. Not only because of 
the monumental damage and loss of life 
caused by the attack, but also because one of 
our own, Dr. Paul Ambrose a Cabell County 
native and Marshall University School of Medi-
cine graduate, died in the terrorist attack on 
the Pentagon. 

In West Virginia we truly do know our neigh-
bors and the death of this West Virginian 
deeply affected our community. However, 
each year we gather in his honor to celebrate 
the great things about our state and its peo-
ple. This year Fit Fest ’09 will be held to honor 
Paul Dr. Ambrose, and will feature fitness ac-
tivities including kids races, and a 5k walk/run. 

Other activities to honor the victims of the 9/ 
11 attacks include a Day of Service, spon-

sored by the Rahall Transportation Institute, in 
cooperation with the Citizens Conservations 
Corps and the Greater Huntington Park and 
Recreation District at St. Clouds Commons, 
which will help bring attention to the Paul Am-
brose Trail for Health, as Dr. Ambrose was 
passionate about improving the health of his 
community and the Nation. 

Today, I commend the incredible bravery 
and patriotism of the families and friends of 
the victims of 9/11, who have been working for 
years to make September 11th a national day 
of both remembrance and service. Their 
unending contributions to honor their loved 
ones’ memories and unfulfilled promises con-
tinue to enhance the lives of others. I also 
want to recognize Dr. Ken and Sharon Am-
brose, whose constant vigil has enriched their 
son’s legacy and the livelihoods of countless 
West Virginians. 

This day is truly a tribute to the loved ones 
that we all have lost and the spirit of freedom 
that this great Nation holds so close to its 
heart. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF ENGI-
NEERING COMPANIES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARK E. SOUDER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 9, 2009 

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
express my support for H. Res. 447 and rec-
ognize the American Council of Engineering 
Companies for its 100 years of service to the 
engineering industry and the Nation. In Indi-
ana, the American Council of Engineers has 
been active for 50 years and currently rep-
resents over 100 firms throughout the state. 

The engineering industry has been respon-
sible for tremendous developments in the 
transportation, environmental and energy infra-
structure that contribute to our economic suc-
cess. Indiana has long been known as the 
‘‘Crossroads of America’’ and our transpor-
tation infrastructure is fundamental to our eco-
nomic health. Engineers design and create 
critical infrastructure to help ensure the goods 
we produce in our area are able to move to 
market. 

My Congressional District is the manufac-
turing center of the country and has the high-
est percentage manufacturing jobs in the 
United States. However, in recent years, these 
positions are increasingly becoming more hi- 
tech and require higher levels of skills and 
training. 

The American Council of Engineering Com-
panies of Indiana is helping to meet this need 
through college scholarship programs that 
awarded $17,500 in 2009 to Indiana residents 
who are pursuing a Bachelors or Masters in 
engineering at an Indiana school. With pro-
grams like Project ‘‘Lead the Way,’’ the Amer-
ican Council of Engineering Companies part-
ners with Middle Schools and High Schools to 
promote engineering, and make science and 
math relevant to young students by dem-
onstrating how these technical skills can be 
applied in every day life. 

Through these educational outreach pro-
grams, the American College of Engineering 
Companies is working to address the need for 

a skilled workforce and helping to generate in-
terest in the math and science skills necessary 
for the next generation to succeed in our com-
petitive global economy. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the American Council of Engineering 
Companies on its 100th year anniversary. 

f 

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
SIDNEY J. CARGLE, SR. 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 10, 2009 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and remembrance of Sidney J. 
Cargle, Sr., devoted and loving husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, great-grandfather, brother, 
cousin and friend to many. Mr. Cargle’s devo-
tion to his family, service to community and 
church, and kind heart and joyous life has left 
a permanent mark on the lives of countless in-
dividuals throughout our community. 

Mr. Cargle taught his children by example, 
instilling in them the significance of a strong 
work ethic, service to others and higher edu-
cation. He retired from the State of Ohio as 
Assistant State Auditor, and continued his life- 
long commitment to bettering our community 
and our nation through his grass roots involve-
ment in many civic endeavors, including his 
long-time dedication to the local political proc-
ess. Mr. Cargle served as the President of the 
Shaker Heights Democratic Club, and held 
leadership positions, including Elected Mem-
ber of the Executive Committee of the Cuya-
hoga County Democratic Party. 

Armed with a kind heart, great sense of 
humor and a certain grace, Mr. Cargle and 
Mrs. Cargle were the foundation of the family. 
For more than twenty years, Mr. and Mrs. 
Cargle volunteered many hours as members 
and leaders of the Lane Metropolitan CME 
Church, where Mr. Cargle also served as 
President of Lay Leaders. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and remembrance of Sidney J. 
Cargle, Sr., whose joy for life, kind heart and 
quick smile will forever reflect within the hearts 
and memories of those who loved and knew 
him best–especially his family and close 
friends. I extend my heartfelt condolences to 
Mr. Cargle’s beloved wife of 51 years, Virginia; 
to his children, Linda Ann, Richard, Stacy, 
Sharon, Sidney and Spencer; to his grand-
children, great-grandchildren; and to his sib-
lings, nieces and nephews and many friends. 
Mr. Cargle’s loving devotion to his family and 
community, his beautiful spirit and joyous life 
will continue to touch the hearts of many—es-
pecially his wife and children—and he will 
never be forgotten. 

f 

HEAVY DUTY HYBRID VEHICLE 
RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND 
DEMONSTRATION ACT OF 2009 

SPEECH OF 

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR. 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 9, 2009 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to urge support for my Hybrid Truck bill. New 
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